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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London; ” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 487. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 














Reference in “‘ Board 


of Trade Journal,” 
Samples. 





Date. Page. 





Rice and Cotton from Bolivia ~_ ons ond .. | 12th Nov. 1908 | 333 
Cotton Goods sold in Turkey sins oan swe wa ‘ 204 
Bean Oil from Japan ... on esd eee oy 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre ... oot oes vine 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . ose one ose ose 128 
Natal grown Maize ... vee oe oes a a ra 130 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... ons dae aot . 606 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... one 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 

American make, sold in Bahia ... 7 ead oon 466 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. 487 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm 

in Argentina... ... | 16th July 136 
Shelf Hardware of American make sold in Canada wise a | 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung am ant eee a - 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow * 35 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from ‘Coquilho Nuts | 

grown in Brazil ont 25th June 662 
Bolts and Wire-cutting Pincers of German ‘make, sold in 

Yokohama ... an ~ oes sda eee as eS 491 











*.* Particulars are given on p. 486 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 


Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices, will be found on 
pp. 487- 8. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders for the supply of (1) steel coachscrews, 
wteel Coachscrews (2) 135 feet spans. The conditions of contract 


and Spans. may be obtained on application to the Director- 
General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., at which office 
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BRITISH INDIA-continued. 


tenders are to be delivered by 2 p.m. on the 8th December, 1908, 
for No. 1, and on the 15th December, 1908, for No. 2. Copies of 
the specifications and conditions may be consulted by British 
makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
Steel Foundry = the supply and delivery of materials for steel 
Materials - oundry (anthracite coal, “ Bramall’s” patent 
Fire Bricks compound, ferro-manganese and silica sand) and 
of fire bricks, in accordance with specifications that 
may be seen at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 
For each specification, if purchased, a fee of 1/. 1s. will be charged, 
which cannot in any circumstances be returned. Tenders are to 
be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tenders for Steel Foundry 
Materials,” or as the case may be, not later than noon on the 
9th December. The Company reserve the right to divide the 
order, also to decline any tender without assigning a reason, and 
do not undertake to accept the lowest or any tender. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 

prepared to receive tenders for the supply of the 
Railway Stores. following stores, namely :—bolts and nuts, 

cast steel cage shoes and horn plates, railway 
tickets, &c., steel and iron work for bridges, and screw couplings. 
Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the Company’s 
Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, London, E.C., on payment of the fee 
for the specification, which payment will not be returned. Tenders 
must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, 
at the Company’s Offices, marked ‘‘ Tender for Bolts and Nuts,” or, 
as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on the 10th December, 
1908. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 





CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Seidieinsinins Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Enouiries Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 
A London firm of leather bag and portmanteau manufacturers 
wish to appoint representatives in Canada. 

A Hampshire firm wish to get into touch with Canadian 

exporters to Southampton of grain packed in sacks or bags. 
A South Wales firm manufacturing a compound for preventing 
incrustation and corrosion on the interior of steam boilers wish to 
appoint a trustworthy resident agent in Canada. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A Dundee firm wish to get into touch with a firm of importers 
in Canada of jute, flax and tow yaras, jute cloths, linens, &c., and 


canvas. 
CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A Montreal correspondent wishes to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers of broom handles and packing cases. 

A Toronto firm, already representing some British houses in 
ladies’ wear, collars, &c., wish to hear from other United Kingdom 
firms in these or similar goods. 

A Toronto correspondent is desirous of getting into touch witha 
United Kingdom manufacturer of hairspun linings. Samples can 
be inspected at the Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W. 

Enquiry has been received from ‘Toronto for the names of large 
liandlers and exporters of Stilton cheese to Canada, where there is 
a certain demand for this product. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 


* * * * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained : — 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A manufacturer of an automatic flushing cistern seeks suitable 
Canadian resident agents. 

A Liverpool broker who deals with ores of all descriptions 
invites samples, analyses and quotations from Canadian shippers 
seeking export trade. 

A Welsh firm desire the addresses of Canadian manufacturers of 
clothes pegs. 

A London firm dealing in all kinds of metals are prepared to 
appoint a suitable Canadian resident agent. 

The manufacturers of a patent saféty valve for railway loco- 
motives wish to arrange for its introduction into Canada. 

.A Midlands. firni manufacturing galvanised, japanned, and 
iron-plate work wish to appoint a resident agent in Canada. 

A London firm wish to be placed in communication with 
Canadian producers of iron pyrites. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Canadian firm, who are about to undertake the production of 
casein, wish to be placed in correspondence with United Kingdom 
buyers, to whom they would be pleased to supply samples. 
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CANADA-—continued. 


A Toronto firm dealing with Canadian ores and minerals of all 
descriptions ask to be placed in touch with United Kingdom 
buyers. 

An experienced manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver would like 
to obtain additional agencies in hardware and metal goods. 


Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 


Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
Electric Railway Plant. See notice on p. 468. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Offices of 
Sencineeated the Representative in London of the Common- 
Enguiries wealth of Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W., 

whence further information regarding them 
may be obtained :— 

One of the largest distributing hardware firms in Australia are 
prepared to treat with first-class British firms for sole agencies 
either for separate States or for the whole Commonwealth market. 
The whole ground is now covered by the firm’s own canvassers. 

A manufacturer’s agent and indent merchant established in 
Melbourne seeks to represent in Victoria British manufacturers 
of specialities and novelties. 

A gentleman who recently held a partnership in an engineering 
firm in Melbourne, and who has a connection amongst the leading 
engineering firms of Victoria and New South Wales, desires to 
represent a British iron and steel firm. 

An old-established firm of wine growers in Australia desire to 
meet a gentleman with capital to develop their business in the 
United Kingdom. 

An Australian firm engaged in the manufacture and hire of 
patent collapsible animal and poultry coops, and paying large 
dividends, desire to dispose of their English patent, or to arrange for 
its working in Great Britain. 

Note.—For further information regarding these enquiries, appli- 
cation should be made to the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 








SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
| Adelaide, up till 3 p.m. on the 19th January, 

' et 1909, for the supply and delivery of :—4,200 
Fishplates. tons of steel rails, 80 lbs. per lineal yard ; 1,500 
tons of steel rails, 60 lbs. per lineal yard; 1,900 tons of steel rails, 

















Dec. 8, 1908.] THE BOARD CF TRADE JOURNAL. 44.5 





Openings for British Trade. 





50 lbs. per lineal yard ; 286 tons of steel fishplates for 80-lb. rails ; 
100 tons of steel fishplates for 60-lb. rails; and 120 tons of steel 
fishplates for 50-lb. rails. 

The 80-lb. and 60-lb. rails and the corresponding fishplates are 
to be landed on the Ocean Steamers’ wharf and delivered at the 
Public Stores, Port Adelaide, the contractor paying the wharfage of 
ls. 8d. per ton; 1,000 tons of the 50-lb. rails and 64 tons of 
the corresponding fishplates are to be landed upon trucks on a 
railway wharf at Port Pirie, the contractor paying the wharfage of 
ls. per ton; 900 tons of the 50-lb. rails and 56 tons of the 
corresponding fishplates are to be delivered upon trucks on the 
jetty at Wallaroo, the contractor paying the jetty dues of 1s. per 
ton. Customs duty will be paid by the South Australian Govern- 
ment. 

Drawings and specification can be seen, and forms of tender 
obtained, at the Supply and Tender Board Office at Adelaide, where 
copies of drawings and specifications may be purchased at 10s. per 
set. Drawings and specification may also be inspected at the office of 
Mr. S. E. Strickland, the South Australian Inspecting Engineer 
in London, 64, Victoria Street, S.W. No tender will be recognised 
unless on the proper printed furm. 

Tenders mav be sent in for all or any of the articles, and a 
time must be quoted for delivery of the whole quantity tendered 
for, the Supply and ‘Tender Board to have the right of accepting a 
portion or the whole of any tender. ‘Tenders should be endorsed 
“Tender for Rails and Fishplates.” 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of the contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender will necessarily be accepted. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ Otago Witness” (Dunedin) of 30th September, in an article 
on the proposed expenditure for public works 

Railway Plant. in New Zealand, states that a vote of 112,0001. 

is proposed for permanent way materials, 

6,000/. for surveys:of new lines, and 1,000J. for land claims and 
other old liabilities and contingent payments on construction 
account. The total proposed authorisation for railway construction 
purposes amounts to 1,000,000/., on account of which a vote of 
900,000/. is proposed for the requirements of the current year, 
a material advance on last year’s vote. In addition to this sum, 
the unexpended balance to the credit of the Waikaka branch 
railway account, amounting to 13,3911., and the 30,00U/. voted 
out of the State coal mines’ account for the Port Elizabeth line, 
will a!so be available. 
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HONG KONG. 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the 
Government of Hong Kong, invite tenders for 
the supply of flat-bottomed rails, 85 lb. per 
yard, and fishplates. Forms of tender and all 
particulars may be obtained on application at the office of the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, 8.W., 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.), on payment of a deposit of £1, returnable on receipt of a 
bona fide tender for the whole or part of the supplies required. 

Tenders are to be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., not later 
than noon on 14th December, 1908, endorsed “ Tender for Rails 
and Fishplates.” The Crown Agents do not bind themselves to 
accept the lowest or any tender. 


Rails and 
Fishplates. 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 

The ‘“ Southern Nigeria Government Gazette” of 28th October 
Public Works : publishes the schedule of expenditure for 1909, 
Refuse Destructor, CO™mPmsing inter alia the following items :— 

’ railway expenditure, 127,272/.; works and 
buildings, extraordinary, 167,231/.; marine expenditure, extra- 
ordinary, 107,147l.; expenditure for sanitary purposes, 3,817/. 
(including 1,000/. for a refuse destructor). 





EGYPT: 

The London Agent of the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, C.M.G.) notifies that the Department 
Blankets. are calling for tenders for the supply of 700 
red blankets for camel corps. Tender forms 
and full particulars may be obtained from Lieut.-Col. Western, 
Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, London, S.W., 
to whom tenders are to be returned by the Ist January, 1909, to 

remain binding for thirty days after that date. 


The Egyptian ‘“‘ Journal Officiel ” of 14th November announces that 
tenders will be received at the Central Adminis- 
Coal and Coke. tration, Department of Public Health, Cairo, 
up to 1 p.m., on 15th December, 1908, for the 
supply of Newcastle, Cardiff, anthracite and screenslack coals and 
coke. The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director of Stores, Central Administration, as above. Tenders, 
which must be made out on stamped paper* of 30 milliémes, 
should be addressed to the Director-General, Department of Public 
Health, Cairo, and marked in left hand corner, “ ‘lender for Coal 
and Coke.” 


* Obtainable from Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W. 
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EGY PT—continued. 


The “Journal Officiel” of 16th November announces that the 

Metal Shed Administration of Ports and Lighthouses at 
Alexandria invite tenders for the construction 
of a metal shed at Port Ibrahim. A provisional 
deposit of £E.100 is required to qualify any tender. Tenders 
must be sent to the Director-General of Ports and Lighthouses, 
Alexandria, on stamped paper of 30 milliémes*, before noon on 
the 12th January, and should be sealed in a double envelope with 
the inside envelope marked ‘Offre pour la construction d’un 
hangar métallique 4 Port Ibrahim.” 

The plans and specifications governing this tender may be 
obtained at the offices of the above-mentioned Administration on 
payment of 25 piastres (Egyptian) or about 5s. 


Construction. 





RUSSIA. 


The ‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 27th 
November states that the District Military 
Cotton Blankets. Council of Vilna invite tenders for the supply 
of 476,768 cotton blankets. ‘Tenders will be 
opened on 8th December. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay, M.V.O.) 

reports that tendersf are invited by the Norwe- 

Iron, Steel Plates, - State Railways se the supply of a quantity 

ke, of bar iron, steel plates, angle iron and fine 

bars. Tenders are to be marked ‘‘ Anbud paa. 

Leverance af Stangjern, Staalplader M.V.” and delivered at 

Maskiningenidrens Kontor, Bispegaden 12, Christiania, by 3 p.m. . 
on the 15th December. 

A copy of the conditions and specification (in Norwegian) may 
be consulted by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bergen (Mr. E. F. Gray) reports 
heals that the importation of artificial manures into 
Artificial N ~~ 
orway is steadily increasing, having risen 
from 5,716 tons in 1890 to 18,777 tons in 


* Obtainable from Lieut.-Col. J, H. Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W. 

+ Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 15 per cent. 
is given to Norwegian manufacturers. In all cases of Norwegian Government 
contracts it is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not 
residing in Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary 
for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 


Bar and Angle 


Manures. 
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1900, while in 1907 it amounted to 45,682 tons (chiefly basic 
slag), valued at over 105,000/. This increase is believed to be 
due to the advance of agriculture and the adoption of more intensive 
methods of cultivation. 





SWEDEN. 


According to the “ Tidning for Leveranser Till Staten ” (Stockholm) 

of 24th November, tenders are invited for the 

Guns. supply, for the use of the Swedish Army, of 200 

guns, model ‘08, in accordance with samples 

which may be seen at the office of the Swedish Army Supply 

Department, Skeppsholmen, Stockholm, where tenders will be 

received up to midday on the 12th December. 

In the case of tenders for guns of non-Swedish manufacture it 

must be stated that the guns are not made in Sweden. 





DENMARK. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 28th November states, 
Brig on the authority of the Belgian Legation at 
san Copenhagen, that the Danish Minister of Public 
Comireereen. Works presented, at the last meeting of the 
Rigsdag, a Bill in connection with the construction of a bridge 
between the islands of Seeland and Falster. It is stated that the 
need for this bridge is recognised on all sides, and that this, 
together with the construction of the new line of railway between 
Kjoge and Copenhagen, will have the effect of improving the 
facilities of communication between continental Europe and 
Scandinavia. The bridge will be about two and a-half miles long, 
and a section in the centre will be movable to allow for the passage 
of vessels. The expense entailed will amount to seven or eight 
million crowns (say 389,000/. to 444,000/.), and the work will take 
three years to complete. 





SPAIN. 

Referring to the notice on p. 584 of the ‘ Board of Trade 

Journal” of 18th June, 1908, relative to a call 
Harbour Works. for tenders by the Ministerio de Fomento, 

Madrid, for dredging and other work required 
in connection with the new harbour at Rivadesella, H.M. Consul at 
Bilbao (Mr. A. Maclean) reports an announcement in the “ Boletin 
Oficial ” of the Province of Oviedo to the effect that tho competi- 
tion in respect of this undertaking has had no result, and that a 
fresh competition will take place at noon on 1d5th December. 
Tenders must be presented by 10th December either at the 
Ministerio de Fomento, Madrid, or at any of the civil Governments 
of the Peninsula. The amounts of the upset price and the deposit 
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SPAIN—continued. 


remain as before, viz., 2,184,843 pesetas (about 76,244/.) and 
21,348 pesetas (about 7621.) respectively. Local representation is 
necessary. 

The ‘* Boletin Oficial” referred to above, together with a plan 
of the works, may be seen by British contractors on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghal] Street, London, E.C. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 23rd November contains a notice 
inviting tenders for a concession for lighting 
the town of San Feliu de Guixols during a 
period of ten years. ‘Tenders will be received 
at the Alcaldia of the town named up to 30 days from the date 
of publication of the present notice in the “ Gaceta.” Local 
representation is necessary. 

The “ Gaceta,” which contains further particulars as to the 
conditions under which the concession will be granted, may be 
seen by British contractors on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


With reference to the notice on p. 301 of the “ Board of Trade 

Materials for Journal” of 12th November, the ‘‘ Gaceta de 

Sueittaow Westen Madrid ” of 26th November publishes a decree 

y * authorising the expenditure of 2,000,000 pesetas 

(about 71,4001.) on sanitary works, of which sum 1,500,000 pesetas 

is designed for the execution of works and supply of materials, 
and 500,000 pesetas for expenses of staff. 


Lighting 
Concession. 


With reference to the notice on p. 252 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 5th November, the ‘ Gaceta de 
Madrid ” of 26th November contains a copy of 
a decree authorizing the Diputacion Provincial 
of Guipuzcoa to arrange for the installation and working, for a 
period of 35 years, of an inter-urban telephone system in the 
province. The Provincial Government will be required to pay to 
the State 10 per cent. of the gross receipts. 


Telephone 
Material. 





ITALY. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 26th November 
announces that the Italian State Railways 


aia have called for tenders for the supply of :— 
Apparatus 4 1 (1) 24 hand-worked electric motor apparatus, 
sen on la 8; of 80 tons capacity each, for lifting locomotives ; 


(2) one double-front planing machine and one 
belt-saw for the workshops at Lecce ; and (3) two 16-ton electrically- 
driven cranes for the workshops at Palermo. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 
Tenders, which will be opened on 8th December, must be 
addressed to the “ Direzione Generale delle Ferrovie dello Stato, 
4 via Ludovisi, Rome.” 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 27th November contains a notice 
granting a concession to the ‘‘ Societa Anonima 
Tramway = @’Entreprise Generale de T ” for th 
Material. ntreprise Generale de Travaux ” for the con- 
struction of a steam tramway from Castiglione 
delle Stiviere to Lonate and Desenzano, and a branch from Monti- 
chiari to Carpenedolo and Castiglione delle Stiviere. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
H.M. Consul-General at Vienna has been notified by a merchant at 
Cracow of his willingness to represent, in 
Galicia, first-class British firms, with or without 
commission. Communications from British 
firms with reference to this enquiry should be sent to H.M. Consulate- 
General at Vienna. 


Agent for 
British Firms. 





TURKEY: 

According to the “ Frankfurter Zeitung” (Frankfort) of 21st 
November, the Turkish Government, with a view 
to bringing about a greater development of the 
economic resources of the country, have under 
consideration an extensive scheme of railway construction. As at 
present drafted, this scheme will comprise seven sections of line 
having a total length of 3,200 kilometres. The first line will run 
from Angora through Kalejik to Mersivan; the second from Sam- 
sun to Erzerum through Mersivan, Amasia, Tokat, Sivas, and 
Erzingjan ; the third from Erzerum to Tireboli along the coast of 
the Black Sea; the fourth from Konia to Nigde, Injesu, Kaisariyeh 
and Sivas; the fifth from Hanli to Malatia, Karput, Diarbekir, 
Silvan, Bitlis, and Tadvan ; the sixth from Diarbekir to Urfa, and 
the seventh from Isbarta to Adalia. It appears, according to 
the “Zeitung,” that several companies have already offered to 
do the work on payment of an annual subsidy of 12,000 francs 
(480/.) per kilometre. The intention is to get the work completed 
within eight years. 


Railway 
Construction. 





MEXICO. 
The “Journal des Tarifs et Traités du Commerce” (Paris) of 
26th November states that the Guadalajara 
Klectric Light and Power Company (Mexico) is 
going to construct a new line of electric cables 
about 130 kilometres (81 miles) long, which 
will serve as a stand-by in case of accident. These cables will be 
carried on iron cylinders. Sub-stations will be erected every 
15 kilometres (about 9 miles). 


Electric Lighting 
and Power 
Installation. 
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CUBA. 


According to a report on the Cuban Budget for the year ended 

30th June, 1909, by H.M. Minister at Havana, 

Public Works. provision is made for the following expenditure 

by the Department of Public Works:— 

(a) Office, 31,008/.; (6) Roads, 139,167/.; (c) Improvement of 

harbours, 59,792/.; (d) Lighthouses, 48,5611. ; (e) Sanitary service, 

Havana, 283,9691.; (/) Sanitary service, other towns, 45,1661. ; 

(g) Miscellaneous, 76,062/.; making a total of 678,7251. (foreign 
Office Reports, Annual Series, No. 4,169.) 





COSTA RICA. 


On the authority of a communication made by the Belgian Legation 
Electr; in Central America to the Belgian Department 
_— for Foreign Affairs, the “ Bulletin Commercial ” 
Tramway Plant. ‘0° Foreign Affairs, the “ Bulletin Commercia 
(Brussels) of 28th November states that a 
contract has been concluded between the Government of Costa Rica 
and a private company for the construction of an electric tramway 
between San José and Cartago, which are separated by a distance 
of about 12 miles. 





CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 7th October contains a copy of a decree 
authorising the Thambillos Smelting and 


: one ha . Mining Syndicate to carry on work in the 
= ae _— Republic. This Company has been formed, 


with headquarters at Coquimbo, for the purpose 
of erecting smelting works at Thambillos, and to acquire mining 
properties in the district. 





BRAZIL. 


The “Diario Oficial” of 7th November publishes a decree 
approving new plans presented by the Cie 


Br “3 Francaise du Port de Rio Grande do Sul. In 
aren dived accordance with these amended plans the new 
Port Works. 


port will be constructed to the Kast of the 
Ladino island, the cost of port works, including a dock for 
repairing vessels, to be 28,879,155 milreis (about 1,805,000/.). 





URUGUAY: 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 14th October contains a copy of a decree 
authorising Sefior Ricardo Acosta to instal a 
Telephone Line. telephone line 25 kiloms. long from Paso de 
Manuel Diaz across the river Tacuarembo 
Grande to Estacion Dajiado de Rocha. 
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URUGUAY—continued. 


The “ Diario” of 15th October publishes a decree authorising the 
Telaphone Government to undertake the working of tele- 
Material phone services, first in Montevideo, and after- 
wards in the various Departments. The plans 
of Engineer Don Alfredo R. Bennet are to be accepted for the 
installation of the service in Montevideo, and he is to make further 
investigations. Amongst these he is recommended to include the 
examination of the working of Strowger, Lorimer, and other auto- 
matic systems. A Chicago firm have applied for a concession for 
the installation, but the consideration of their application has been 
postponed. 


The ‘“ Diario” of 16th October publishes a project of law author- 
ising the Junta Economica Administrativa of 


_ meets Rocha to contract with Don Frederico Ribas for 
Lighting Plant. Reg i we fine 
electric lighting works in the capital of the 
Department. 


The ‘ Diario,” which contains a copy of the conditions under 
which the contract will be granted, may be seen by British firms 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The ‘‘ Diario” of 21st October contains a copy of a decree approv- 
ing plans prepared by the Inspeccion-General 
de Vialidad for the construction of a bridge 
over the Arroyo Piedra del Toro on the road 
from Pando to Mosquitos. 


Bridge 
Construction. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires has forwarded copies of the specifi- 
tentiiiaees, cations and conditions of tender relative to the 
Bri ht > following contracts which were notified in the 
: ‘Board of Trade Journal” on the dates 
Steam Vessels. rare 
named : 

November 26.—Supply of 750 wagons for the use of the Ferro- 
carril Central Norte. Tenders will be received at Buenos Aires 
up to the 16th December. 

November 19.—(a) Supply of iron work for a drawbridge over 
the Riachuelo channel ; (b) supply of three steam vessels for works 
in the Rio Bermejo. Tenders will be received at Buenos Aires up 
to the 18th January. 

The specifications and conditions (in Spanish) may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—continued. 


With reference to the notice on p. 304 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 12th November relative to the pro- 
jected enlargement of the port of Buenos Aires, a 
copy of the Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” of the 
21st October has been received, containing the text of a law em- 
bodying the conditions subject to which the Executive is authorised 
to call for tenders for these and other works, which include the 
extension of the port and the installation of fixed lighthouses in 
the place of the existing lightships in the River Plate, at a 
maximum cost of 27,000,000 dollars gold (5,357,000/.); the 
deepening of one of the entrance channels of the port to 244 feet 
at zero mark, at a maximum cost of 1,500,000 dollars paper (about 
131,250/.); the widening of certain streets, construction of quays 
and warehouses, and laying down of railway lines, at a maximum 
cost of 10,100,000 doilars gold (2,003,000/.); the construction of 
a navigable canal starting from the North Channel of the port, 
continuing along the river bank to the river Lujan for a length 
of 28 kilometres, at a maximum cost of 10,000,000 dollars gold 
(1,984,0007.) ; the construction of Customs warehouses in the port 
of Bahia Blanca, at a maximum cost of 1,000,000 dollars gold 
(198,000/.). Tenders are to be invited in due course. 

The above-mentioned “ Boletin,” with a translation of the law 
forwarded by H.M. Legation in Argentina, may be seen by 
British contractors interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial ” of 21st October contains a notice authorising 
Canal and Wharf the Government (1) to expend asum of 300,000 

Construction:  2°8°S (about 26,250/.) for the construction of 
Dredsine Work canals, &c., in connection with the irrigation 

redgmng worss. works in the province of San Juan; (2) to 
expend a sum of 350,000 pesos (about 30,6001.) for the extension 
of the secondary canal del Sud to the Rio Salada, Pueblo Sancho 
Corral, Province of Santiago del Estero; (3) to arrange for the 
execution of dredging works and the construction of landing 
stages and wharves in the Rio Coronda and the Rio San Javier ; 
the estimated cost of the dredging work is 250,000 pesos (about 
21,850/.), and of the construction work 100 000 pesos (about 
8,7501.). 


The same “ Boletin” contains a notice granting to Sefior Alejandro 
Chapeaurouge a concession for the construction 


Port Improve- 
ment Works. 


Ptah a and working, during a period of 40 years, of a 
Port Construction port for oversea and coasting vessels at Villa 
and Workin Constitucion, province of Santa Fe. The works 
g- to be carried out include the construction of 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—continued. 


wharves, docks, warehouses, installation of railways, cranes, grain 
elevators, lighting and power works, etc. Free importation will 
be allowed for materials required for the execution of the works. 


The same “ Boletin ” contains a notice granting a concession to Juan 
Carlos Calastreme for the construction and 
A Concession. § working, during a period of 40 years, of a port 
in the Rio Alto Parana at Posadas for the 

shipments of products of the country. 


The “ Boletin” of 22nd October contains notices (1) authorising 
the Government to construct certain telegraph 


r= al lines in the Pampa Central at a cost of 66,000 
Material. Wharf °° (about 5,7701.) ; (2) authorising the Entre 
Senaiienihien Rios Railway Company, Limited, and the Cia. de 
and Gaal Ferrocarril N or-Este Argentino to construct rail- 
Transporter. ways from Diamante to the Crespo station of the 


Entre Rios Railway, and from the station Hasen- 
kamps of the same railway to Curuzu Cuatia on the North Eastern 
Railway ; (3) granting a concession to Sejior Luis Facci Negratti 
for the construction of a railway from Ensenada to Chacabuco vid 
La Plata, San Vicente, Las Heras and Chivilcoy ; (4) authorising 
the Government to make investigations for the construction of a 
railway from Corrientes vid Santa Ana, San Luis and Caa Cati to 
the San Miguel-Posadas line; (5) granting a concession to the 
Cia. Francesa de Ferrocarriles de la Provincia de Santa Fe for the 
construction of a railway from Capil a San Antonio vid Jerbas, 
Sastre, Bella Vista, San Carlos, San Augustin, San Jose to Santo 
Tomé ; (6) authorising the Cia. de Ferrocarriles de ]Ja Provincia de 
Entre Rios to construct in the port of Ipicuy a wharf and Temperley 
coal transporter. 


The “ Boletin” of 24th October contains a notice granting a 
Railwa concession to Sefiores José I. Llobet and 
etn | Juan Touret for the construction and working 

of the following railways :—(a) From Santa Fe 

to Villa Maria; (5) a branch from Rosario to a point on line (a). 

Plans must be presented for approval within 18 months from the 

date of promulgation of the present law (23rd October). Work 

must be begun within 6 months from the date of approval of the 
plans ; within 10 months from the beginning of work 50 kiloms. must 
be constructed, and the whole work must be finished within 3 years. 


The same “ Boletin” publishes a decree granting a concession to 
Electric Sefiores Gandulfo and Diaz Valdez for the 
lant, Construction of an electric tramway in the town 

Tramway Plant. of Buenos Aires. Plans must be presented 
within 6 months, and within 3 months of the date of approval work 
must be begun. The whole work is to be completed within two years. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—continued. 


The same “ Boletin” publishes a decree authorising D. Jorge 

ateetestien, Subeten. Lecaroz to extract sand from the banks of 
nian ait Hand the Rio Parana opposite the port of Villa 
— Constitucion, province of Santa Fe. 








The “ Boletin ” of 26th October publishes a decree authorising the 
Railway Ministerio de Haciende to place at the disposal 
‘ of the Ministerio de Obras Publicas a sum of 

Conatemetton. 1,245,000 pesos (about 109,000/.) for railway 
construction as follows :— 

(a) 1,000,000 pesos for the continuation of works on the 
Serrazuela-San Juan, Chubincha-Rioja, Andalgala-Tinogasta and 
Ledesma-Kmbarcacion lines. 

(b) 200,000 pesos for beginning work on the Dean Funes— 
Laguna Paiva line. 

(c) 45,000 pesos for investigation work for certain new lines. 


The same ‘ Boletin” publishes a decree authorising the Govern- 

ment to spend a sum of 30,000 pesos (about 

Bridge ener 

eeiinatinn 2,6251.) for the construct on of a bridge over the 
Rio La Paz at Los Rios (Cordoba). 





PARAGUAY. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 22nd October contains a decree authorising 
Sefior Eduardo Moeller to transfer to the 
Materials for taf CEN oti rote : 

, Asuncion City Improvements, Electric Light, 
Drainage and Piscean seni Micaaiedilling it arse ; 
Electric Licht 2° the execution of drainage and water supply 

6 works, and the installation of electric light and 


and Tramway . . 
, tramways in Asuncion. 
Installation. 





SIAM. 

The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dunn) reports 
that the principal demand for motor boats is 
Motor Engines. among the Siamese, also for pleasure purposes. 
Forthese the engines only are generally imported, 
the boat itself being constructed in Bangkok. Many varieties 
and makes of engine have been imported and considerable experi- 
ence has been gained. A demand exists for a cheap, simply con- 
structed and reliable engine, capable if required of using kerosene 
oil, which is procurable everywhere. It is satisfactory to note that 
one British make of engine embodying these requirements has 
already received considerable patronage. On the other hand, 
the motor boat companies which have established services on the 
Menam River and adjacent canals are using and pushing German 

engines. 
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CHINA. 


According to the “Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” 
(Paris) of 26th November, the Chinese Minister 
of War, who intends to develop the manufacture 
of firearms, has decided to erect an arsenal in 
Tche-Li similar to those at Hankow and Shanghai. Representatives 
have been sent to the last-named places to study the equipment of 
the arsenals. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” (Rome) of 19th Novem- 

ber states that the old-fashioned oiled-paper 

Umbrellas. umbrellas are gradually going out of use among 

the Chinese, and in their place umbrellas of 

foreign make are largely used. Japan is at present supplying 

most of the latter, but the “ Bollettino” states that there is a 

good business to be done by European countries that can supply 
a cheap article. 


Arsenal 
Construction. 





JAPAN (FORMOSA), 


The “ Nachrichten fiir Handel und Industrie ” (Berlin) of 21st 
November reports that the Japanese Govern- 
ahneanis meek ment has agreed to grant a loan of 38,990,000 
Railway Works. Ye" to the island of Formosa. This amount 

* will, it is stated, be applied as follows :— 
80,000,000 yen for canalisation works ; 4,733,000 yen for the con- 
struction of a harbour at Takao; and 4,257,000 yen for building a 
railway in East Formosa. 


Canalisation, 


Yen = 2s. 04d. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 
Siam.—The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dunn) 


writes :— 

‘So far, foreign competition with British goods in Bangkok 
does not seem to have been very severe. Though the 
majority of the newer firms, in the import trade, are foreign, 
still many of these deal largely in British goods. In 
‘cutlery and hardware, china and earthenware, dye-stuffs, beer, 
milling machinery and railway material from Germany, cement 
and beer from Denmark, hats from Italy and lamps from the 
United States of America, we have perhaps the best instances of 
foreign progress, but the competition with British goods in many 
of these articles may be ascribed to special causes. For instance, the 
import of Danish cement and beer may be put down to direct steam- 
ship communication with Denmark. Also orders for material for 
Siamese Government Departments still frequently find their way 
to the countries of the foreign officials employed in those depart- 
ments. In regard to this practice it would seem that the system 
of open tenders does not find much favour with the Siamese 
Government.” 
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JAPANESE TRADE MARKS REGISTER. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 19th November relative to trade marks in Japan, the Board of 
Trade are informed by the President of the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce that a complete copy of the Japanese Trade Marks 
Register has been received at the Chamber, and may be inspected 
there by any British traders interested. The text of the Register 
is, of course, in Japanese, but the drawings are reproduced in 
electro-ty pe. 





ASSESSMENT OF INCOME TAX IN NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette ” of the 27th October publishes 
an Act (No. 33 of 1908) ‘to regulate the assessment of income 
and land for the purposes of taxation,” which comprises the 
following clauses affecting persons or companies not domiciled in 
the Colony trading in or with the Colony, and persons and 
companies domiciled in the Colony trading with other countries :— 

‘‘ Clause 20.—(1) When any person outside the Colony, or whose 
chief office is outside the Colony (hereinafter called the principal) 
carries on business in the Colony as an owner or charterer of any 
ship, the agent of such principal shall be assessed and liable to 
income tax on five pounds in every one hundred pounds payable to 
such principal or his agent (whether the amount be payable in the 
Colony or beyond the Colony) in respect of passengers, live stock, 
mails and goods shipped in the Colony, but exclusive of coal and 
of any goods sent from another Colony or State to be shipped at a 
port in Natal. 

‘‘ (2) In all cases where the principal has no recognised agent in 
the Colony other than the master of the ship, or where the agent 
fails to make returns, the Commissioner may make such assessment 
from such information as may be available to him, and the income 
tax thereon shall be payable to the Commissioner prior to the 
clearance of such ship, and the Collector of Customs shall have the 
power to detain the clearance until such payment is made. 

No deduction by way of exemption in respect of assessment for 
income tax shall be allowed in any of the cases provided for in 
this clause, 

‘“ Clause 21.—The taxable income of any person carrying on in 
Natal the business of transmitting telegrams by submarine cables 
shall be assessed at five pounds in every one hundred pounds pay- 
able in the Colony or elsewhere in respect of telegrams dispatched 
from the Colony. 

No deduction by way of exemption in respect of assessment for 
income tax shall be allowed. 

‘‘ Clause 22.—When any goods are sent to this Colony from 
any country, not being one of the South African Colonies or 
States, a party toa Customs Union with Natal, for sale on con- 
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signment or commission, or under any like arrangement, the 
auctioneer, commission agent, or other person in Natal by whom 
or under whose instructions the goods are sold, and who is herein 
called the agent, shall be bound to pay income tax thereupon, and 
for this purpose the taxable income in respect of such goods shall 
be an amount equal to five per cent. upon the total amount of the 
price at which such goods are sold. 

‘“‘ The tax shall be paid in respect of each sale, and the agent shall 
be entitled to deduct the amount thereof from the monies payable 
to his principal. He shall keep a true account of all such goods 
and the sales thereof, and shall furnish all such returns and 
information as may be prescribed in relation thereto. 

“ Clause 23.—(1) In the case of insurance companies, the regula- 
tions may prescribe the means of determining what portion of the 
income of such companies shall be deemed to be the income of 
such companies in this Colony, and such income only shall be 
liable to tax. 

‘‘ (2) In the case of all other companies whose business extends 
to any other countries, the income for taxation (exclusive of any 
dividends and payments to shareholders upon which income tax is 
payable as specially provided in this Act) shall be a sum which 
shall bear the same proportion to the whole net profits of the 
company as the assets in this Colony bear to the total assets 
of the company: Provided that where either the Commissioner 
or the company may deem such method of estimating the income 
for taxation to be inequitable or inexpedient, either the Commis- 
sioner or the company may claim the right to an assessment on 
the actual profits earned or income received in the Colony. 

‘*(3) Ifin the case of any company not dividing its profits amongst 
its members in the Colony, it shall appear to the Commissioner 
that the public officer of such company cannot furnish an accurate 
return of its income arising in or derived from the Colony, the 
Commissioner may agree with such public officer what shall be the 
taxable amount of such income. 

‘‘(4) Every company or association carrying on the business of 
life assurance or of granting annuities within this Colony [ Natal] 
shall be bound to furnish, to the satisfaction of the Commissioner, 
a return showing the nature and value of all investments made, 
either within or beyond the borders of this Colony | Natal], in 
respect of all policies of insurance existing upon lives of residents 
in this Colony [ Natal], and shall pay income tax upon all such 
investments wherever situated.” 

The complete text of the Act, as published in the “ Government 
Gazette,” may be consulted by British firms interested, at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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FUTURE PROSPECTS OF TRADE IN SOUTHERN 
NIGERIA. 


The report for 1907 on Southern Nigeria, recently published by 
the Colonial Office (Annuul Reports, No. 583), contains the follow- 








in 

Under ordinary conditions the expansion of trade in Southern 
Nigeria must continue for many years. The factors which have 
had so favourable an effect on the trade of the year 1907 will con- 
tinue to operate towards developing the resources of the country. 
It has been shown that the palm-kernel trade of the Eastern and 
Central Provinces is capable of yielding at least an additional 
80,000 tons of kernels in the districts in which trade is at present 
carried on, and further development is to be expected from the newly- 
controlled districts. As the influence of the middleman over the 
people of what are now the interior markets is replaced by more 
direct trade between the merchants and the consumers, a further 
impetus will be given to trade. Improved transport facilities and 
means of communication will set free alarge number of people now 
engaged in carrying head loads and as paddlers in canoes, a matter 
of great importance in the present comparatively undeveloped state 
of the country. At present the operations of the trading companies 
are confined to the banks of the rivers, and practically the whole 
transport to the factories is by head load or canoes under native 
supervision, with little co-operation. 

There is an ample field for the investment of capital in the palm 
oil and kernel trade of Southern Nigeria, especially in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Cross and [mo Rivers. The establishment of 
rubber plantations affords another field for the investment of 
capital, as there are large tracts of country admirably suited for 
growing rubber. There is land suitable for growing cotton, cocoa, 
maize, ground-nuts, and other agricultural products requiring 
capital for their development. ‘These areas are well populated. In 
the timber industry another field is oper to the capitalist. 

In the Western Province there is some likelihood that, in the 
country between Lagos and the Benin River, mineral oil will be found 
in paying quantities, and oil-boring operations are being carried 
out by the Nigeria Bitumen Corporation, who have “received 
financial assistance in the shape of a loan from the Government. 
In this province agriculture has rapidly developed, and suit- 
able land is available for the cultivation of cocoa, maize, and cotton, 
which are being actively grown for export. The extension of the 
railway and the construction of feeder roads are opening up a 
country in which cotton has for many years been grown for local 
use. Among the minor industries to be developed in the northern 
districts ground-nuts and shea produce may be mentioned. 

The Commercial Intelligence Officer has reported as follows on 
the prospects of the northern trade:—‘“In touching upon the 
possibilities of expansion in the near future, perhaps the most 
important factor to be noted is the rapid extension of the Lagos 
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Railway, which is now entering the Ilorin Province of Northern 
Nigeria on its way to join the Bara-Kano line near Zungeru. 
Having travelled over a good portion of the country which will 
feed the Oshogbo-Ilorin section of the railway, I am of opinion 
that business on a large scale may be looked for within the next 
few years from that district as the outcome of agricultural develop- 
ment, and that an important cash trade will soon be done at [lorin 
town. . 

ve Looking to the more distant future when—within five years it 
is hoped—Lagos will be in communication with Kano by rail, an 
enormous field in the Upper Zaria and Kano Provinces will be 
accessible to our merchants. From the Ilorin Province up to Zaria 
town the population on the railway route is very scanty, but beyond 
there is a dense population—more than that of the whole of the 
Western Province of Southern Nigeria-—and a very large business 
indeed may, in the course of a few years from the opening of the 
line, be reasonably expected from the northern section of the rail- 
way. Superficially it may be thought that the Kano trade will be 
done vid Baro and the Niger, and I agree in thinking that cheap 
produce—shea-nuts, ground nuts, salt, &c.—will probably be 
worked by river, but I believe that the bulk of the trade in Man- 
chester and other European goods will pass through Lagos, and 
that it is not improbable that a large proportion of down freights 
in the way of raw cotton will also come this way, for it must be 
remembered that the cotton crops are gathered at a time when the 
Niger is not in flood. 

‘“‘ Amongst the potentialities of agricultural development in the 
upper parts of Nigeria which will be served by the Kano Railway 
should be numbered wheat and tobacco, in addition to cotton and 
ground-nuts. Possibly dye-stuffs may also contribute. All are 
now cultivated to some extent, and in the Katsena sub-province of 
Kano I saw some really fine farms of tobacco and so-called indigo. 
Wheat was to be had at Zaria, Kano, Katsena, and Sokoto, but 
does not appear to be largely grown at present, the consumption 
being apparently confined to the ruling native classes and to the 
Europeans, who have bread made from the wheat-meal.” 
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REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN COMPANIES IN MEXICO. 


In connection with the abandonment of Article 144 of the pro- 
jected new Mexican Mining Law, which proposed to prohibit 
foreign companies from acquiring mining properties in the 
Republic (see “‘ Board of ‘Trade Journal” of 5th November, p. 273), 
a dispatch has been received from H.M. Minister at Mexico City, 
pointing out that although this prohibition is not to be carried 
into effect, there are nevertheless certain formalities of registration 
and protocolisation required of foreign companies desiring to do 
business in Mexico. 

In a recent article on the subject, the ‘‘ Mexican Herald” states 
that according to Article 24 of the Code of Commerce, “ foreign 
“ corporations that desire to become established or to create branches 
“in the Republic shall present and cause to be recorded in the 
“Commercial Registry, in addition to a protocolised copy of their 
“statutes, contracts and other documents relating to their 
“incorporation, an inventory, or their latest balance-sheet, if they 
“have any, as well as a certificate proving that they have been 
“organised and authorised to do business under the laws of their 
“respective countries, the said certificate being issued by the 
“Minister of the Republic accredited to each country or, if there 
“be no Minister, by the Mexican Consul.” 

The “ Mexican Herald” continues :—‘‘ The documents usually 
required under this article are threefold, viz., a certified copy 
of the charter, a certified copy of the by-laws and the certificate 
of legal incorporation issued by the Mexican Minister or Consul. 
These documents, when arriving in Mexico, are placed in the 
hands of a notary-public, who thereupon presents them to 
one of the civil judges, with an application for the judge's 
authorisation to ‘ protocolise’ them. ‘he judge, if he finds the 
papers in order, and the translations, on the faith of an expert’s 
declaration, seem accurate, hands down an order or ‘auto’ for the 
protocolisation of the documents, which, for that purpose, are 
returned to the notary. ‘The notary makes a comprehensive 
summary of the contents of the documents and enters it in his 
‘protocol,’ adding the original documents themselves to the 
appendix of said ‘protocol.’ He is bound, under stringent 
penalties, to pay in at the Stamp Office the stamp tax imposed 
by law on the operation; and he then proceeds to make a 
transcript of the documents or their translation, certifying to its 
exact conformity with the originals. This transcript is called a 
‘testimonio,’ and when made out and duly attested it is presented 
at the Commercial Registry for inscription and annotation. The 
‘testimonio’ is then delivered to the representative of the 
company in Mexico, to be held by him as evidence of the legal 
existence of such company in the Republic. 

“The chief expense connected with this formality is the stamp 
tax on capital which is one per mil. for the first 500,000 dols.; 0°50 
per mil. on the second 500,000 dols.; and 0°10 per mil. on the 














462 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Dec. 3, 1908, 





Registration vf Foreign Compunies in Mewico. 





capital in excess of 1,000,000 dols. It is true that, under certain 
conditions, foreign companies are entitled to a reduction of one-half 
of the stamp tax on that part of their capital which is in excess of 
1,000,000 dols.; but it is not always easy to comply with the 
requirements laid down by Art. 192 of the Stamp Law in order to 
obtain this franchise. 

“The amounts mentioned in the foregoing paragraph are, of 
course, in Mexican currency, and capital expressed in foreign 
currencies must, for the assessment of the tax, be converted into 
Mexican currency according to the table of equivalents contained 
in the decree of 9th June, 1906 (see ‘ Board of Trade Journal’ of 
12th July, 1906, p. 86). 

“In addition to the requirements of Art. 24 of the Code of 
Commerce, Art. 265 of the same Code lays down that foreign joint- 
stock companies operating in Mexico must publish a _ yearly 
balance-sheet, together with the personnel of their management. 

“Tf the conditions laid down in Arts. 24 and 265 are not complied 
with, the persons who contract in the name of a foreign company 
in the Republic become personally liable for the obligations 
assumed on behalf of the said company. ‘This is in addition to the 
penalisation laid down by Arts. 26 and 27 of the Code for non- 
registration of documents which, according to the Code in question, 
ought to be registered. The chief of those penalisations are that 
(1) documents which ought to be registered and are not registered 
are only binding on the persons who are parties to same and 
cannot be used to the detriment of a third party, though said third 
party can avail himself of them to his own advantage; and (2) that 
if a company omits the formality of registration and fails, its failure 
will be considered fraudulent, saving proof to the contrary. 

“Art. 15 of the Code of Commerce lays down that foreign 
companies, registering according to the above provisions, are 
subject in all their operations in Mexico to Mexican law and the 
jurisdiction of the tribunals of the Republic.” 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 
FRANCE: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that a Bill proposing 
e Dut to raise the duty on calcium carbide from 5 per 
ong | a cent. ad valorem to 6 francs per 100 kuilo- 
Galetum Carbide. grammes, was passed in the Chamber of Deputies 
without discussion. ‘The Bill will now be sent up to the Senate. 


Proposed Increase 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are informed that the Commissioners of 
H.M. Customs have issued instructions 
to their officers to accord to commercial 
travellers trom British South Africa the 
same facilities as regards the Customs 
Travellers from “s 
ne clearance of their samples as are accorded 
British South Africa. ; : 
to commercial travellers from the United 
States of America, Belgium, Switzerland, France, Germany and 
Italy in virtue of the special agreements which have been concluded 
with those countries.* 


Facilities for the Customs 
Clearance of Samples 
brought by Commercial 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH, 


The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 3rd October con- 

tains a Customs notice, dated 29th September, 

Red and White age: notifying that a drawback oF duty may 

Lead. e allowed in accordance with the provisions of 

the Customs Regulation No. 131 on the under- 

mentioned imported material used in the manufacture of articles 

within the Commonwealth upon their exportation therefrom, under 
certain specified conditions :— 

Red lead or white lead used in the manufacture of paints 

mixed ready for use, and of paints and colours ground in 


liquid. 


Drawback on 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette ” for 8th October last contains a 
Minister’s Order (No. 888), of 5th October, 
1908, giving Customs decisions relating to the 
rates of import duty leviable on various articles 
on importation into the Dominion of New Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





* See the issues of the “ Journal” for 29th November, 1906 (p. 399), 7th March, 
1907 (p. 477), 28th November, 1907 (p. 404), 26th December, 1907 (p. 608), 2nd 
April, 1908 (p. 13), and 16th July, 1908 (pp. 114-5). 
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DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND—continued. 
Rates of Import Duty on 
Articles the growth, produce 
Tariff or manufacture of 
Articles. r — 
No. Foreign Any part of 
Countries. _ British 
ominions, 
Curriers’ hard greases— 
Containing not more than 60 %of paraffin} 485 Free. ‘ree. 
Containing more than 60 % of paraffin... | 242 | 1d. per lb. 1d. per lb, 
Knobs and nuts, turned ; also cake dish joints 
and egg-cup feet, in the rough, for the 
manufacture of electroplated goods ~| 485 Free. Free. 
Taper tack strips, steel, for making boot 
sprigs ... sine a woe | 485 Free. Free. 
Brass rod, polished 197 | 30 % ad val. | 20 %ad val. 
Brunswick black, “ Castle Brand ” lacquer, 
and similar preparations : .. | 220] 68. percwt. | 5s. per cwt. 
Bushings, metal, for blocks ... 197 | 30 %ad val. | 20 % ad val. 
Flowers, artificial (ornaments for cakes, &e.) | 99 | 25% ,, 25% 3 
Embroidered or open-worked calicoes, mus- 
lins and nets ; embroidery of all kinds 89 | 20% , 20% ,, Y 
Glass plate, with rounded or polished edges... | 133 | 30% ,, 200% =; 
Iron blooms and billets for manufacture of 
bar iron 395 Free. Free. 
Nets and muslins, spotted or “figured, if not 
open-worked (piece-goods) .. ~ - 294 Free. Free. 
Paper-pulp discs for milk bottles 456 | 10 % ad val. Free. 
Salt, celery bos 85 | 30% ,, 20 % ad val. 
Tin sheets, or stamped parts. of canisters, 
lettered or embossed or pictorially decor- 
ated so as to take the place of gua or 
embossed labels - 201 | 373% ,, 28% 4 
Watch and jewelled bracelet, combined 141 | 30% ,, 20% 5 

















SOUTH AFRICA: 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 412 of last 
week’s issue of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 
respecting the prepayment of duty on catalogues 
sent to certain South African Colonies, "the 
Board of Trade have now received a communi- 
Pe aaa cation from the Colonial Office to the effect 

that the Agent-General for the Cape of = 

Protectorate. Hope, 100, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., 

making arrangements for supplying Cape postage stamps, over- 
printed with the words “‘ Customs duty,” for use in prepaying the 
duty on catalogues and trade circulars addressed to Basutoland 
and the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 


Prepayment 
of Duty on 
Catalogues for 
Basutoland and 

















Le 
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SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Southern Nigeria “ Government Gazette” for 28th October 
a last contains a Government Notice (No. 1,139), 
aa ak dated 19th October, 1908, suspending, for a 

‘tion f period of four years from 15th February, 1909, 

——n the importation into 8. Nigeria of firearms, 


P oe for ammunition and powder intended for natives, as 
wt ~~nehe well as the sale and delivery of such goods to 


natives, in the area bounded as follows:— 

On one side the sea; 

On the other side, the right bank of the Cross River, from its 
mouth in the Gulf of Guinea to where it meets the western boundary 
of Kamerun; from this point, the boundary between Kamerun and 
Nigeria up to Lake Tchad; the boundary of Kamerun on Lake 
Tchad ; the boundary between German and French territory from 
Lake Tchad to where it meets the bounds of the recognised bed of 
the Congo. 

It is further stated that instructions have been issued to the 
Financial Commissioner not to grant permits, from the date of this 
notice until 15th February next, for landing arms, ammunition 
and powder in quantities in excess of the average importations for 
the last three years. 





SWAZILAND. 


The Buard of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copy of a Proclamation (No. 1 of 1908) dated 


Pea 2 iin 21st October last, which re-enacts such of the 
respecting provisions of the Transvaal Proclamation, No. 


55 of 1906 (which was in force in Swaziland 
under the Customs Proclamation, No. 8 of 
Rebate of Duty, ~~ . are applicable to hy 
ke. e Proclamation provides for :— 
1. The suspension of duty on fresh chilled 

and frozen meat and on animals for slaughter. 

2. The grant of a rebate of duty, less ls. per imperial gallon on 
plain spirits, the produce of the Union, when methylated. 

3. The grant of a rebate of duty on articles for H.M. Regular 
Forces. 

4. Free importation of goods, except spirits, the ‘produce of the 
Portuguese Province of Mozambique. 

The Transvaal Proclamation No. 55 of 1906 is withdrawn, so 
far as regards its application to Swaziland. 


Suspension of 
Meat Duties, 


The Board of Trade are also in receipt of a copy of a High Commis- 
sioner’s Notice (No. 94 of 1908) repealing the 
Transvaal Customs Regulations, which were 
applicable to Swaziland, and substituting new 


Customs 
Regulations. 
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SWAZILAN D—continued. 


Regulations which are practically identical with those previously 
in force in Swaziland. 

The Regulations contain, inter alia, the form of certificate pre- 
scribed to obtain entry of goods under the British Preferential Tariff. 


A High Commissioner’s Notice (No. 95 of 1908) has also been 
received, containing Regulations which are to be 


Commmareias observed, with effect from November Ist, 1908 
Travellers . : ‘ 7 

' relating to commercial travellers and_ their 
Regulations. 


samples in Swaziland. 
The above Regulations may be seen by British traders interested 
on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 


of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


GRENADA. 


A copy of an Ordinance (No. 9 of 1908), regulating the importation 
of animals into the Colony of Grenada, has been 
received, whereby the Governor-in-Council may 
Sepertation of make such Orders as he may think fit for pro- 
peranraey oD hibiting or regulating the landing of animals, 
Per carcases, fodder, litter, dung or other thing 
imported from any specified country or part thereof. Certain 
ports may be prescribed at which animals may be landed and orders 
made for their movement, inspection, slaughter and disposal. 

The importation of animals from any country in which there is 
reason to believe that any infectious or contagious disease in 
animals exists, may be restricted or prohibited, by Proclamation, 
for any specified time. 


A copy of a further Ordinance (No. 13 of 1908) has also been 
peniatnaeh ‘ide received, amending the “ Inflammable Goods 
netiemeuniie Ordinance, 1891” (No. 11 of 1891) by adding 
to section 4 thereof the following words :— 
Goods Ordinance. . : 8 
“ Nitro- glycerine, dynamite, gun - cotton, 
‘blasting powder, fulminate of mercury or of other metals, 
‘coloured fires and every other substance, whether similar to 
‘those above-mentioned or not, used with a view to produce a 
“ practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect, and includes 
‘ fireworks, fuses, rockets, percussion caps, detonators, cartridges, 
‘ ammunition of all descriptions.” 
The effect of this amendment is to add the above-mentioned 
articles to those in respect of which the Governor-in-Council may 
make regulations with regard to landing, storing and delivery. 


A copy of the “ Excise Ordinance 1908” (No. 2 of 1908) which 
Excise Duty on 7 assented to by the Government of Grenada 


Spirits on 38rd March last has also been received at the 
P " Board of Trade. 





Ordinance 
Regulating the 
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The Ordinance consolidates and amends the law relating to the 
distillation and disposal of spirits in Grenada, and, inter alia, pro- 
vides for the imposition of a duty of 4s. per proof gallon on spirits 

made within the Colony. 





GERMANY—BOLIVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
copy and translation of a Commercial Treaty 


—— between Germany and Bolivia, which was 
oe . _—_ signed at La Paz on the 22nd July last. 
ene This Treaty provides for reciprocal most- 


favoured-nation treatment in all matters con- 
cerning importation, exportation and transit, but concessions 
which either contracting State has granted or may in future grant 
to bordering States in order to foster frontier traffic cannot be 
claimed by the other contracting State so long as such concessions 
be not accorded to other non-bordering States. Pending the con- 
clusion of a special Consular Convention, the two parties agree to 
accord to each other’s Consular representatives the rights, liberties 
and favours which are or may in future be accorded to Consuls of 
the most -favoured-nation. 

The Treaty is to come into operation ten days after the exchange 
of ratifications, and is to remain in force for a period of ten years. 
If not denounced by either party twelve months before the expiration 
of this period, the Treaty will remain in force for another year, and 
so on until one year after denunciation. 





DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The Valuation Tariff in use during the fourth quarter of the current 
Valuation Tariff > °2° for the assessment of duties on goods 
in the Dearth imported into or exported from the Dutch East 
Quarter of 1908 Indies may be seen by British firms interested 

‘on application at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of 20th November contains a 
Exhibits for the Presidential Decree, dated 16th November, 
which constitutes as a Customs warehouse the 


Forthcoming grounds of the Internationa! Exhibition of Avi- 
International nV . 3 
penis a culture, to be held at the Cours-la-Reine, Paris, 
ae from 4th to 10th February, 1909. Articles 
Exhibition at , 7 thie: ‘ 
Paris intended for exhibition there may be forwarded 


through to their destination under international 
or ordinary transit regulations without Customs examination at 
the frontier. 
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PORTUGAL. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
telegraphic information to the effect that a 
Decree has been issued authorising the impor- 
tation into Portugal of 20,000,000 kilogrammes 
of maize. The Customs duty on maize im- 
ported under the terms of this Decree is fixed at 2 reis per 
kilogramme. 


Importation of 
and Duty on 
Maize. 





SPAIN. 
With reference to the notice at page 409 of last week’s issue of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” respecting the 


ae p proposed temporary reduction of the Spanish 
De 1 an tines Customs duty on maize, the “ Gaceta de Madrid” 


for the 26th November contains a Law tem- 
porarily reducing the duty on maize (other than maize destined 
for distillation) to 0°50 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes. 





CHINA (MANCHURIA), 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of the Provisional Regulations which 
have been issued for the working of the Chinese 
Customs Houses at the stations “ Manchuria” 
and “ Pogranitchnaya” (Suifenho), on the 
Russian frontier. 

These Regulations may be inspected by 
British firms interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Provisional 
Customs Regula- 
tions for Customs 
Houses on the 
Russian Frontier. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


CANADA. 


The November issue of “ Industrial Canada,” the organ of the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, reports a 


El noe ae ¢ definite announcement to the effect that plans 
gece aoa of are in preparation for the electrifying of no 


Pacific Rail fewer than 700 miles of the Canadian Pacific 

— inl Railway system in the near future. If this 
proves successful, it is anticipated that the whole system will be 
electrified eventually. It is believed that, with the immense water 
powers available along its route, the Canadian Pacific Railway 
could effect a great economy in its working expenses by substi- 
tuting electricity for steam. The directors recently obtained power 
to issue 50,000,000 dols. of new stock, and it is said that this 
money is to be used principally in making the change. 
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SIERRA LEONE: 


It is stated in the Colonial Office Report for 1907 on Sierra Leone 

Steel Jetties (Annual, No. 588) that two steel jetties are in 

i eecioamn course of construction at the Government 

“ ‘Wharf at Freetown, one of them being almost 
completed and the other just begun. These jetties are being erected 
to facilitate the loading and unloading of the lighters which ply 
between the steamers and the shore, and generally to expedite the 
receiving and shipping of cargo. The jetties, which are situated 
just opposite the Customs sheds, will be 100 feet long, 31 feet 
broad, and will have a depth at their seaward ends of nearly 
40 feet at low-water spring tides. Hach jetty will be fitted with 
a 4-ton steam crane for loading and discharging lighters. The 
amount expended on them in 1907 was 10,608/. It is probable 
that both jetties will be in use early in 1909. 





ITALY: 


H.M. Consul-General at Florence (Major W. P. Chapman) reports 
that an application fora concession to construct 


R rs —_ and work a railway from Modena to Crevalcore, 
ne ad i. with the help of Government funds, has recently 
Pour been laid before the Italian Government. The 


line is intended to give, by joining the Cento- 
Ferrara line, a more rapid communication between Ferrara and 
Modena. The State Railway Directorate vbjected to the proposed 
line on the ground that it would compete with their Modena- 
Bologna-Ferrara line, but the Superior Council of Public Works 
recognised that the new line might relieve the Bologna station of 
some of its traffic, which is already excessive, and which will shortly 
be increased by the opening of the new line Bologna-Poggio Rusco, 
already completed. It was also held that the projected line would 
be advantageous for military purposes, and the Council are study- 
ing the question further. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


H.M. Consul at Savannah (Mr. J. A. Donnelly) reports that the 
completion of the survey of the bar at the mouth 
of the Savannah river was effected on the 27th 
October and the report shows that, for a good 
width in the channel, there is now a depth on 
the bar, at mean high water, of 33 feet, and at mean low water of 
264 feet, these mean depths being the working figures for vessels. 
It is intended eventually to have this channel 500 feet wide at the 


Savannah River 
and Bar 
Improvement. 
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mean depths shown above, and to this end the entire width of 
500 feet has already been deepened to 22 feet. Once made it is 
believed that the full depth will be easily maintained, as storms 
and seas do not seem to have affected the channel. 





SIAM. 


The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dunn) has 
; a forwarded the following particulars of recent 
es ams developments in railway and motor communi- 
nel tions in Siam :— 
Communications. — Railways.—The first half of the Paknampoh- 
Utaradit section of the Northern State line of railway between 
Paknampoh and Phitsanulok (138 kiloms.) and the eastern line from 
Bangkok to Petriu (63 kiloms,) were completed and opened for 
traffic on 24th January, 1908. Construction is now proceeding on 
another portion of the Paknampoh-Utaradit section (Phitsanulok 
to Ban Dara}, and a branch line of 6 kiloms. is also being con- 
structed to connect the Bangkok terminus with the River Menam 
below Bangkok. This latter line is chiefly to facilitate the dis- 
position of inward waggon traffic, which cannot conveniently be 
handled in the congested yard at the Bangkok terminus, but the 
line will] also facilitate the discharge of cargo from and into steamers. 
Wharves for the accommodation of shipping and cargo will be 
erected at the river end of this line. The construction by a private 
company of the railway from Tachin to Meklong was completed in 
in 1907. Direct railway communication between Bangkok and 
Meklong is thus established. 

The total length of State and private railways now open to traffic 
in Siam is 882 kiloms. 

Motor services.--Rapid communication on inland waters has been 
greatly developed during 1907. Two Siamese companies under 
foreign control have started motor boat services. Some of these 
run, in connection with the railways, to towns and villages in the 
provinces formerly rather difficult of access. At Paklat, a village 
on the river below Bangkok, a motor tramway has been constructed, 
which, in connection with a motor boat service and the electric 
tramways, enables passengers to reach Bangkok with greater ease. 
On the Paknam Railw ay a motor car service is also shortly to be 
established. Moreover, a large British steam launch company is 
extending its services with motor launches. 
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CAPE COLONY. 
According to the “Cape Argus” of 1lth November, a rich 


discovery of silver has been made at Thornhill, 
Silver Discovery. close to Port Elizabeth. Samples are on view 
in the town, and tests are said to have shown 


170 ozs. to the ton. 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
The following particulars relating to the mining industry of 
we Trinidad and Tobago during the year ended 

Manjak an 8lst March, 1908 are extracted from the 

vicmigeenn report recently issued by the Colonial Office 
(Annual, No. 587) :— 

Mining for manjak was carried on almost continuously during 
the year at Vistabella in Naparima. The output amounted to 
about 2,114 statute tons. | 

Little or no statistical evidence of the petroleum industry is 
available at present, but from the progress made at Guayaguayare, 
where several successful wells have been bored, there appears to be 
every indication of the probability of a great industry being estab- 
lished in the Colony. During the past year development work has 
been suspended in the above-named locality. A new area has been 
opened up at Guapo, in the Gulf of Paria, where drilling operations 
are in progress ; work has been actively conducted and favourable 
results are anticipated. Another area is being worked in the 
neighbourhood of the Pitch Lake, and so far very satisfactory 
results have been obtained. 

Some 3,000 feet of boring have been put down in the Colony 
during the year under review. A geological survey of the oil- 
bearing area has been made, and maps and reports* are 
available. Prospecting licences and leases for petroleum lands can 
be obtained from the Governor of Trinidad. 





RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Riga (Mr. A. Woodhouse) has forwarded a trans- 
linia lation of an article that appeared in the Perm 
F newspapers with reference to the discovery of 

of Naphtha in : ad 
Oukhta District, Petroleum im the Oukhta district of the Urals. 
An engineer sent by the Russian Government 
to explore the Oukhta district returned to Perm on the 20th July, 
and stated that, at the time of his visit, operations were in full 
swing; the principal borings had reached a depth of 60 sagenes 
(420 feet) and great quantities of gas and naphtha had been met 





* These are the reports referred to in the “Board of Trade Journal” of 
2nd January, 1908, and previous issues ; they may be seen by British firms 
interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 
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with. The quantity of gas which affected breathing at a depth of 
210 feet from the surface, was regarded as a proof that a valuable 
source of naphtha had been struck, which, after further borings, 
would probably develop into a fountain. At the time of the engi- 
neer’s visit the prospector was able to raise 7,000 lbs. of naphtha a 
day, but there was no demand for it. hn depth of: 385 feet he 
had drawn up with his drill lumps of quartz with veins of gold; 
samples of iron pyrites have also been found and the existence of 
this mineral in the neighbourhood of naphtha is regarded as impor- 
tant, it being used in the manufacture of sulphuric acid which is 
required for refining the naphtha. The Oukhta region is stated to 
be very rich in timber and animal life and only to need develop- 
ment of its natural resources to become prosperous. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
and Weaving quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
Returns woven goods produced, in each Province in 
’ British India, and in the Native States, during 

August of each of the years 1906, 1907, and 1908. 
The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 
above return, giving particulars for the five months ended August, 


1906, 1907, and 1908 :— 


Cotton Spinning 











Five Months ended August. 
1906. 1907. 1908. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 

Cotton yarn spun ... Lbs. | 285,605,367 | 266,589,554 | 268,201,641 
Grey and bleached piece "4 56,527,104 61,979,158 | 61,198,538 
goods we Yards| 253,546,475 | 271,660,413 | 273,441,882 
Lbs. | 10,206,730 | 11,328,037 | 11,914,143 
Coloured piece goods" =) Yards! 41,664,840 | 46,383,814 | 47,355,523 

Grey and coloured goods we . 
05 hy Ty i g00 as)" ‘| Lbe. 586,069 756,285 566,985 
Hosiery ” oe - 252.894 291,210 180,578 
Miscellaneous ‘goods — - 158,890 106,237 42,717 














* The quantities of “coloured piece goods” and of “ grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece goods)” produced in the Native States, not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included in the figures given for “coloured piece 
goods.” 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


The Colonial Office Report for 1907 on Sierra Leone (Annual, 
“a No. 588) states that the cultivation of ramie is 
tae being carried tively extensi 
Cultivation. eing carried on on a comparatively extensive 
scale in the Protectorate, and plantations have 
been established at Kangahun, Mabang and Mano. The plants 
are growing well and are in a promising condition. 





SIAM. 


The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dann) reports 
Imports of that, in the year ended 31st March, 1908, cotton 
a goods again figured as the principal import into 
meme Seems, Siam, the value (996,795/.) being the highest 
on record, and exceeding 1906-7, the previous record, by 64,0931. 
Cotton yarn, however, is lower both in quantity and value than in 
the two previous years. 
The description of cotton garments and piece-goods imported, 
and the countries and ports which contributed most largely to 
their supply, are noted in the following table :— 





Articles. | Value. | Remarks, 





Palais (colour printed nether gar-| 26,186 | 88 percent. from India, 
ment) 
Papoons (colour woven nether gar-| 151,180 | 65 percent. from United Kingdom, 


ment) il per cent. from India. 
Sarongs (Malay skirt) wen oan 39,595 | 39 percent. from United Kingdom, 
23 per cent. from Singapore. 
Slendangs (narrow shaw))... ane 34,383 | 56 percent. from United Kingdom, 
33 per cent. from the Netherlands. 
Patas ‘(nether garment, colour 5,638 | 81 per cent. from Switzerland, 14 
printed in checks or crosses) per cent. from United Kingdom. 
Prints and chintzes... dei ...| 105,746 | 82 percent. from United Kingdom. 
Shirting— 
White one aie _ «| 207,706 | 77 per cent. from Singapore, 16 per 
cent. from United Kingdom. 
Grey ome bie mis mA" 98,922 | 65 per cent. from Singapore, 30 per 
cent. from United Kingdom. 
Turkey-red cloth ... al sen 10,430 | 51 per cent. from Singapore, 29 per 


cent. from Switzerland. 
Piece-goods other than above... | 166,912 | 52 per cent.from United Kingdom, 
32 per cent. from Singapore. 


Singlets eee eee ove ...| 15,515 | 52 per cent. from Singapore, 15 per 
cent. from Switzerland. 
Unenumerated ion a ...| 135,582 | 63 per cent.from United Kingdom 


and British possessions. 


Mt. . ws eee 
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Compared with 1906-7, increases in quantity are shown in 
palais, papoons, patas, prints and chintzes, white and grey shirting, 
Turkey-red cloth and singlets; and decreases in quantity in 
sarongs, slendangs and other piece-goods. The largest increases 
were :——papoons 18,729 corges,* and prints and chintzes 90,030 
pieces; the largest decrease was 85,048 pieces of piece-goods not 
separately specified. 

* Corge = 20 pieces, 





AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 28th November, 1905, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat bea sti Re Joe SBa. Sa. 
Barley ae wl x: ie; ae 


Oats ae sh des oe V6. GE 
For further particulars see p. 482. 


A statement is published on p. 483, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Imports of Agri- imported into the United Kingdom during th 
itural Produce, ™wPorted into the United Kingdom during the 
= * week ended the 28th November, 1908, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Pretoria correspondent of the ‘‘ South African Trade Journal ” 
reports that particular attention has recently 
Cotton Growing. been paid to cotton growing in the Zoutspans- 
berg district, where, with the co-operation of 
the Transvaal Agricultural Department, some 5,000 morgen 
(10,000 acres) will be under cotton next season. 

The syndicate who are interested in the matter have spent some 
3,500/. in starting the industry in the Zoutspansberg, and they are 
prepared to erect the necessary machinery, etc., and bale the 
cotton in any district where the cotton grown warrants it, as well 
as to buy on the spot from the growers. 

With regard to Cape Colony, the syndicate’s representative ex- 
pressed the opinion that a great part of the coastal lands are suitable 
for the cultivation of cotton. 
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Agriculture. 


NATAL. 

Regarding the facilities for the export of summer fruit from Natal 
to London, the “Cape Argus” of 11th Nov- 
ember publishes a telegram from Maritzburg 
to the effect that the Minister of Agriculture 
has decided, subject to certain regulations, (1) 
to attend to the shipping and disposal of the fruit to London, (2) 
to supply boxwood, free on the rail at Durban, at cost price, (3) 
to furnish advice in connection with packing for export. 





Government 
Facilities for 
Fruit Export. 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 
The Report for 1907 on Southern Nigeria, recently published by 
c the Colonial Office (Annual Reports, No. 583), 
otton ; 

Cultivation. contains the following account, by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Officer of the Colony, of 
the conditions and prospects of cotton cultivation there. 

‘Cotton is already grown for local use in most of the districts 
which will be served by the railway now in course of construction, 
and it is cultivated so cheaply that in the north I bought seed 
cotton at a price which would permit, of its being landed at Liver- 
pool at 34d. per lb., after allowing for the cost of ginning and rail 
and steamer freights, &c. Hven on the borders of Southern 
Nigeria, pure coarse country cloths, made from cotton that is grown, 
ginned, spun and woven locally, can be bought at a price which 
works out at only 10d. per lb. in the cloth. 

‘‘ In the Lagos Province we have in the fifth year shipped a crop of 
9 000 bales of “400 lbs. each. This, it must not be forgotten, has been 
produced in a country where there are strong competing industries, 
and where only hoes and manual labour have so far been used on 
the farms, no draught animals being employed. In the open 
country which the railway is now entering, cattle and donkeys can 
live and thrive, and from the condition of the majority of the farms 
I saw in the north I consider ploughing will be feasible. 

‘The important points to be considered with a view to the proper 
development of the cotton industry are, to my mind :—(a) The main- 
tenance of staple buying rates; (4) careful selection of seed, giving 
particular attention to the improvement of indigenous varieties ; 
(c) suitable rotation of crops bringing in something which can be 
exported—ground-nuts for example; (¢) introduction of ploughs 
and other labour-saving implements; and (e) the presence on the 
spot of the merchants whose assorted goods will induce the natives 
to work.” 


The same Report states that the cocoa exported from Southern 
Nigeria in 1907 amounted to 2,089,226 lbs., of 

Cocoa Exports. _ the value of 47,840/., as compared with 1,619, 987 
Ibs. (27,0540.) in 1906. Three-quarters of the 

quantity exported is grown in the Western Province, the figures 
for the last two years being as follows :— 
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Agriculture. 
—— 1906. 1907. 
lbs. lbs. 
Western Province oes oye pes ose «| 1,153,439 1,525,089 
Central e hes -_ _ ose 08. 1,284 1,936 
Eastern __,, at Tit ia aaa pl 465,263 562,201 











The report adds that there is ample scope for the expansion of 
this crop, as excellent land is available for the purpose. The 
export is steadily increasing. 





SIERRA LEONE. 

The Colonial Office Report for 1907 on Sierra Leone (Annual, 
Ginger No, 588) remarks that hitherto the cultivation 
Cultivation of ginger has been confined to the Colony, but 
; that the introduction of improved methods of 
preparation, resulting in better prices being obtained in the European 
markets, and the establishment of a Farmers’ Association, have 
done much to increase the output of the product, and its cultiva- 
tion has now been extended to the Ronietta district of the Pro- 
tectorate. ‘The crop which was obtained in that district proved to 

be of better quality than that grown in the Colony. 





GERMANY: 


H.M. Representative at Darmstadt reports, with regard to the 
Vi , vintage in the Rheingau district, that the yield 
ie a 4 this year is larger than the very poor yield of 
nee ~e 1907, but varies greatly in different districts. 
‘ The Prussian domains obtained an‘ almost full 
vintage of the celebrated Steinberg, owing to the precautions taken 
against noxious insects; other districts had only half a vintage, 
and others will only just cover expenses. ‘The Rauental vineyards 
had a third, Riidesheim and Assmannshausen one-tenth of a 
vintage, owing partly to the wet summer and partly to the ravages 
of noxious insects, especially the Sauerwurm, which latter in some 
districts destroyed half the crop. 

The quality of the grapes was much improved by the very fine 
autumn, and the weight of the must was in general higher than in 
1907, varying from 70 degs. to 95 degs. (Oechsle scale), and in 
Rauental 102 degs. Hardly any Auslese (selected grapes) wines 
have been made this year, owing to the proposed Imperial tax, 
which is very high on the expensive wines. 

It is said, continues H.M. Representative, that in Rhenish 
Hesse the vintage in Nierstein and in the vineyards of the Hessian 
State domains at Nackersheim was both abundant and of excellent 
quality. 
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‘Agriculture. 





MEXICO, 
H.M. Consul-General at Mexico City (Mr. C. E. W. Stringer) has 


forwarded a cutting from the ‘‘ Mexican Herald” 

Crops. of the 13th November, which states that crop 

conditions throughout that portion of Mexico 

south of Queretaro are said to be better than they have been 

for many years. ‘I'he rains came in good time and ensured a good 

yield, especially of cereals. On the west coast and on the isthmus 

the garbanzo crop has been particularly good, and exports for the 

coming year are expected to be greater than ever before. The 
coffee crop has also turned out exceptionally well. 

In northern Mexico the past season has not been so favourable. 
In many places a pronounced scarcity, especially of cora and beans, 
is felt. A considerable quantity of corn, it is said, will have to be 
imported. The last two years have been very dry, and conse- 
quently little water has been available for irrigation purposes, for 
which it has been much needed. Unless rain comes during 
December, the shortage of crops, and especially of cotton, will be 
continued into next year. 





BRAZIL 


The Acting British Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro has forwarded 

; a copy of a memorandum by the British Vice- 

Experimental == Consul at Siio Joao d’el Rey (Mr. C. Causer) 

Farms in the ttn tee ie ki f th ; 1 

State of relative to the wot ing oO e experimenta 

eteis arene farms that have been instituted by the Govern- 

‘ ment of the State of Minas Geraes for the 

instruction of the population in practical agriculture and stock- 
raising. 

This information, together with some further particulars on the 
subject received by the Acting Consul-General from the Director 
of Agriculture and Commerce in the State, may be seen by British 
firms interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





SIAM. 


The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dunn) reports 
Rice Cro that the present rice crop in Siam is reckoned 

P to be the largest on record, the general opinion 

Prospects. = being that over 1,000,000 tons all told will be 
available for export. So far as the season has gone, there is, he 
says, every reason to believe that the export will reach the figures 
of the above estimate, but deliveries will be regulated to a certain 
extent by the results of work in the fields during the time that 
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Agriculture. 








—- 


the new crop is being cultivated, as it is customary to hold back 
heavy reserves of grain in the event of serious damage to growing 
crops. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in recent issues 
j of the “ Board of Trade Journal” regarding the 
mies eg condition and prospects of the Chinese rice 
Gomngxing crop, the Acting British Consul at Chungking 
District. (Mr. H. Phillips) reports, under date of 3rd 
October, that in that neighbourhood the rice crop has been excel- 
lent. The area more particularly under observation extends on 
the north to Hochou on the Chialing River, to the south to 
Kueichou Province, to the east down to Fengtu Hsien on the 
Yangtze, and is bounded on the west by a line drawn from Hochou 
to Luchou (on the Yangtze 120 miles above Chungking). Heavy 
rains fell in this part of Ssuchuen during the latter part of June 
and the first half of July, with most beneficial results, while, from 
the 18th July onwards, a dry and very hot spell enabled the whole 
crop to be harvested without loss. ‘’o the north of the province, 
above Hochou, the summer has been too dry, while in Kansuh and in 
parts of Shensi round Hanchung Fu there has been a slight 
famine owing to the partial failure of the rice crop. To the south, 
in the province of Kueichou, prolonged rains have spoilt the 
crops. Outside the Chungking district, the crop for the rest of the 
province has not come up to expectations, though it is estimated 
at a nine-tenths crop. 
The average price of rice in Chungking at the time of writing 
was 6 taels per picul, as compared with 7 taels last year. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 26th November, 
Cotton Statistics. 1908, was 151,235, and the number imported 
during the forty-eight weeks ended the 26th 
November was 3,221,058 (including 8,392 bales British West 
Indian, 6,688 bales British West African, 9,624 bales British East 
African, and 164 bales foreign East African). The number of 
bales exported during the week ended the 26th November was 
4,319 and during the forty-eight weeks, 375,355. 
For further details see p. 482. 
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Miscellaneous. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The “‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 6th November 
lat; publishes the text of regulations under sections 
Regulations — and 8 of the Act (No. 39 of 1908) relating to 
relating 1 met the stamping of Patent or Proprietary Medicines. 
Duty =, oe Section 6 of the Act, it should be noted, enacts 
miedicines. that, from and after the date of the Act (18th 
September), the following stamp duties shall be payable in respect 
of patent or proprietary medicines exposed for sale by retail :— 
When the retail selling value of the contents of each immediately 
containing bottle, packet, box, etc., as the case may be, does not 
exceed— 


£8. d. 
1s. 6d., a stamp duty of ... . 9 0 2 
2s. 6d. af 4. es . 0 O 4 
4s. " a . 0 0 6 
10s. mn ‘io ms ee 
20s. . om a eee 
30s. he " 5 a ee 
50s. = . . 010 O 
Over 50s. __,, ie 1 0 0 


A copy of the “‘ Gazette,” containing the text of the regulations, 
may be seen by British firms interested, on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The following figures, showing the total value of the imports, 
ne er exports and Customs revenue of Newfoundland 
casgee one for the year ended the 30th June, 1908, as 
Customs Revenue pe as h b 
in 1907-8 compared with the preceding year, have een 
“s received from the Assistant Collector of 
Customs at St. John’s :— 





Year ended 30th June. 

















1907. 1908. 

i Sm Re he Ree ee td : 
| Dollars. Dollars. 
Imports a ala a * ‘ii ...| 10,426,040 | 11,516,111 
Exports ae éaa sae ‘és ééa ai ...| 12,267,602 | 11,815,769 


| 2,356,056 | 2,446,606 


Customs Revenue ... 














TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

The following figures relating to the trade (including bullion and 
specie) of Trinidad and Tobago in the year 

Trade in 1907-8. ended 3list March, 1908, as compared with 
the preceding year, are taken from a report 

recently issued by the Colonial Office (Annual, No. 587) :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
; | 
| Imports. Exports. 
Countries. | en —— 
| 1906-7, | 1907-8. | 1906-7, | 1997-8, 
£ £ gvtlas y 
United Kingdom ... ... ...| 922,184 | 1,050,768 | 761,919 | 821,321 
British Colonies ...  ...  ...| 361,572 | 314,463 279999 | 313.936 
United States of America ... ...|_ 677,283 | 817,057 | 974,846 | 1,015,777 
Venerucla ... .. «. «| 914.793 | 909.883| 915,446 374.397 
Other forcizn countries ...  ...| 244,885 | 283,153 | 600,185 | 1,382,142 
Total... ss. sss «| 3,120,717 | 8,374,824 | 2,872,325 | 8,907,503. 

















The increase in the value of exports to “ other foreign countries” 
during the year under review from 600,185/. to 1,382,1421. 
is mainly accounted for by the increase in the value of cocoa 
exported to France from 269,539/. in 1906-7 to 1,025,748/. in 
1907-8. 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


H.M. Embassy at Berlin reports that the Berlin Mint is stated to 

be designing a new German rupee with the 

Currency. object of introducing uniformity of currency in 

German Kast Africa. Altogether 50,000 rupees 

will be issued, 30,000 to be struck in copper five-heller pieces and 

20,000 in nickel ten-heller pieces. The German rupee, which con- 

tains 100 heller (or 14 marks), has about the same value as the 

Indian rupee, which is largely circulated at present in German 
Kast Africa. 





ITALY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 133 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Prices of Olive Journal” of 15th October respecting the olive 
oh in Na aes oil crop in the Naples district, H.M. Consul- 

nSroeeg General at Naples (Mr. E. Neville Rolfe, M.V.O.) 
District. +7" . 

now reports a heavy rise in the price of oil, on 

account of deficient production, occasioned partly by droxght. 

The quality 1s stated to be the worst possible. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” (Rome) of 26th No- 
vember contains an announcement to the effect 


E local to that, in order to encourage trade, the Municipal 
Establishment of Council of Fontanetto d'Agogna (Novara) has 
Sedeatntann decided to exempt from all municipal taxes, for 


a period of 25 years, any industry which shall 
be established within the city boundaries, and employ not less 
than 200 workpeople. 





oe hell 
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Miscellaneous. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


H.M. Consul at St. Louis, reporting on the use of cotton-seed oil 
for edible purposes, states that though tho 
Use of Cotton. § ty404 Kinod q a 
Seed Oil for nite ingdom produces a considerable 
Edible Purposes amount of cotton-seed oil from Egyptian and 
‘ Indian seed, the oil goes largely into the 
manufacture of soaps, &c., and is not used to any great extent 
for edible purposes. 

There is, he says, an increasing consumption in the United 
States of compound lard and other edible greases in which cotton- 
seed oil is used, and he thinks that a similar industry could be 
developed in the United Kingdom. The export of compound lard 
from the United States is large and growing—nearly twenty million 
pounds being exported to the United Kingdom alone in 1907— 
whilst the home consumption is very large, though governed some- 
what by the production of what is known as pure lard. 

Cotton-seed oil is also being utilised in America for what is 
termed cooking oil. This is manufactured from prime cotton-seed 
oil, and is put up in cans and sold by the pound. It is stated to 
be much better than either pure lard or compound lard as a cook- 
ing grease, as it is purely vegetable and free from any taint of ho 
disease. Moreover, its use is economical as only two-thirds of the 
quantity is required as compared with lard. 

Three pamphlets, forwarded by the Consul, two dealing with 
the use of cotton-seed meal as a horse and mule feed, and the 
value of cotton oil in the treatment of tuberculosis, respectively, 
and the third giving a brief history of the cotton-seed oil mill 
industry, may be seen by British mevchants interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 647-8 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 26th March, relative to concessions 
for the working of the guano deposits on islands 
off the west coast of Lower California, H.M. 
Legation at Mexico City now reports that a notification has been 
published in the Official Journal of the 2nd November to the 
effect that the contract between the Mexican Government and 
Sefior Benito Judrez has been rescinded by mutual consent. 


Guano 
Concessions. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 48 weeks ended 
26th November, 1908 :— 






































i | | 
| | 48 Weeks || . 
| Week ended | #8 Weeks | week ended| 4 woes 

Cae | 26th Nov., | o¢s) ny | 26th Nov., | o.°BO® 
| 1908 | 26th Nov., | 1908 26th Nov., 
| * | 1908. | 1908, 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) | (Bales. ) 
| No. | No | No. | No. 

American bia i w-| 135,954 | 2,581,456 | 2,250 | 233,152 

Brazilian i née ase 526 20,745 | — | 2,760 

Kast Indian ... ee eal 1,582 | 123,114 | 1,610 54,142 

Egyptian alk i. .e-| 12,544 | 366,337 | 186 | 79,993 

Miscellaneous ode sb 629 129,406* | 273 5,308 

Total ... ... ...| 151,285 =| 3,221,058 || 4,819 | 375,365 





* Including 8,392 bales British West Indian, 6,688 bales British West African, 
9,624 bales British East African, and 164 bales foreign Kast African. 

NoTE.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond.” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 


Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 

8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the [Inspectors and Officers of 

Excise in the week ended 28th November, 1908,and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 











| . a 6 


Week ended 28th November, 1908 a 17 5 


os 
bo 
w~ 











Corresponding week in— 
1901 ... a _ ses we a ae. 26 7 19 O 
a ee eee ee oe el) | 17. 0 
Stet eh iiss tetas J5om ee i oS 1b 9 
ROS Tee a ee a 
1905 ... -_ nds me jee wa ee | 24.6 17 ill 
1906 ... oe he ‘oe ph <a l 24 l a 
1907 ... bos sbi ies sed jab SR oOLE 27.— «6 | Seay i 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 28th November, 1908, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 





previous year. 











| Week ended | Correspond- 
a 28th Nov., | ing Week in 
| 1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls cows, and calves _ Number 6,155 4,929 
Sheep and lambs ont we eee ee - 1,462 1,454 
Swine coe eee oe cee eee eee rT) — | — 
Horses... ad ie 121 | 144 
Fresh meat :— | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) Cwts. 28,728 | 90,394 
a e at - “i 59,507 | 76,037 
or am 16,498 14,900 
Salted or preserved | meat :— | | 
_— die ia Cwts | —— | 85,505 
o- ow an ~~ : 135 | 2,100 
Hames woe a Oe 9,469 | 15,190 
or see " é 3,940 
Meat, unenumerated fresh - am | 15,622 14,048 
4 r: salted . dl be | 1,537 1,254 
» preserved otherwise than by salting re | 8,405 9,948 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter rh Cwts. | 72,718 58,762 
. scene - | l vt 17,792 
eese me - 07,84 42,302 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ‘ | jes bce 
» cream... - - 99 119 
» condensed oe a 23,743 18,454 
» preserved, other ‘kinds ou wes ~ 66 459 
Eggs el ei teas eae .| Grt. Hundr. 372,176 418,451 
Poultry... Value £ 22,888 14,648 
Game éec osé tes sae “ 1,695 3,922 
Rabbits dead (fresh and frozen) Owts. 23.843 10,546 
d ste o 37,595 33,360 
Corn, grain, ‘meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat ... sed wr) Cwts, | 1,837,100 1,033,100 
Wheat meal and ‘flour 2 245,000 282, 
Barley bee pe 779,300 519,700 
Oais os “i 374,900 214,600 
— one : a aaa 58,780 
RB. | es ~ aa dish doe eee m 11,66 17,760 
P ele orIndian corn ... 0... sss ave ‘ 780,300 1,051,200 
ruit, raw :— 
Apples ets see Cwts. 123,917 169,989 
Apricots and peaches -” “ —_— 242 
_— don ene Bunches 114,811 112,347 
erries ... Cwts — — 
Currants ... - _ — 
Gooseberries 2! _ — 
Grapes * 8,818 17,069 
mons ... 9 14,593 10,952 
Oranges ... ” 200,973 255,572 
a od 1,462 6,035 
ums... a 16 59 
Strawberries _... r | bag — 
Unenumerated ... z | 2,680 | 652 
flay... . Toos | §02 1,991 
Wi bd a. 39 | 1,281 
oe litter _ we ” ++] " | Sp | oie 
an . um ive Cwts. 632 | 2 
Loouat beans " sien 68625 | 48,613 
getables, raw :— | | | 
Onions ‘ Bushels. | 110,999 119,728 
——— Cwts. | 29,447 202,805 
oma ’ | 20,488 12,947 
Unenumerated . .. Ses Saws, Valle 5.402 3,927 
Vegetables, dried... ... 1. a 7,119 9,084 
reserved _* reserved by canning . cee eve ask “oe re 8,136 8,918 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased ata cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 5d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
38. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the November 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in October; Emigration in 
1907 ; Earnings at Corn Harvest in 1908; Co-operation in Great 
Britain in 1907; Trade Unions in Italy in 1908; and Recent 
Conciliation Cases. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of the contents of Consular Reports 
of the Annual and Miscellaneous Series issued during the past 
week :— 

ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 4,171. Trade of the Philippine Islands in 1907. 


Imports and exports. Mineral and timber resources. 
Irrigation. Public works (harbour, water 
Rice, hemp, sugar, tobacco, supply, railways, &c.). 

&c., industries. Agricultural bank. 
Shipping and navigation. Sketch map. 


Population and health. 
Reports by Vice-Consuls at Lloilo and Cebu. 


* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 





MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
No.670. Report on the Lumber Industry in the Russian Far East. 


Particulars are given in this report of the various kinds of timber 
available for cutting in the Russian Far East, of the royalties levied, 
of the forest regulations, and of the export duties. A map of the 
region is included in the report. 


No. 671. Report on the Physical, Commercial, Social and General 
Conditions of Ichang and Neighbourhood. 


This report, by H.M. Consul at Ichang (Mr. H. A. Little) 
contains particulars of the physical character of the district and its 
vegetable and mineral products; of the manufactures; of the 
agricultural conditions and the value of land; of the wages and 
general conditions of the workers, and of the cost of living; as to 
the shipping and trade of the district; as to general conditions, 
local industries and banking at the port of Ichang ; as regards the 
revenue and taxes and the official establishments, and the position 
of the foreign community ; together with notes on the flora of the 
district. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION. 


Aqricultural Statistics of Ireland, with detailed Report for the year 
1907. [Cd. 4,852]. Price 9d. 


This publication, which has been prepared in the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, presents in a 
revised and more detailed form information which has already been 
published in the Report on the Extent and Produce of Crops and 
Numbers of Live Stock (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 13th 
February, 1908, p. 357), while it also includes a series of special 
tables relating to the number and size of agricultural holdings, 
and to their distribution ; a comparative record of the changes that 
have taken place in the several counties during the past ten years 
as regards the extent and yield of the chief crops and the numbers 
of live-stock ; statistics of the area of the chief kinds of bush and 
tree fruits ; returns of the number and breed of the chief classes of 
breeding stock ; and statistics of the area under woods and cop- 
pice, and of planting and felling operations. 
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Confidential Information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of ‘Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is lds. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. | 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready, as far as possible, to answer enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commeroial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in. different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Litd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
PBasinghall Street, London, E.C. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of “ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. | 
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COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General’s Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- _ 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 














